






































Each participant designs and assembles their own school piece, a complex and functional 
mechanical object integrating three modules: a mechanical clock, a metallophone-type 
musical movement, an animated walking automaton.

The piece is based on a set of pre-machined components supplied by 
partner workshops, but each participant shapes several key elements 
themselves: cutting parts at the bench, bending, drilling, threading, 
decorating the dial, forging the pendulum rod, and casting the pen-
dulum weight in bronze - the central and visible element of the piece. 
This weight is first modelled in wax by the participants.
The musical movement is fully customisable. At the start of the course, 
participants choose a melody, which is validated by an arranger. In the 
third week, they learn to transcribe it into a mechanical score, to pin 
their own musical cylinder.
The integrated automaton takes the form of a walking figure. Each 
participant may personalise the head of this walker according to a 
profile of their choice.
Once the functioning is validated, participants complete their school 
piece with mechanical finishes (circular graining, sandblasting, 
polishing) and personal touches: choice of cord colours, shapes of 
flywheels, engraved or reworked motifs.

Each school piece is therefore unique, reflecting the gesture, choice, and creativity of 
its maker. Only one step remains: to create yours.

The School Piece:  
a unique mechanical, musical object










